SIDEWINDERS – ONE MORE TIME
Liner Notes

EARLY DAYS

“The Chordbuster  March”

     This is one of those songs written by and for barbershoppers that all quartet men “had to learn” in the mid ‘50s and early ‘60s.Usually there was no music or we had a fourth or 

fifth generation mimeograph copy of what someone had taken off a record. It was one of

the first songs in our repertoire. And a great one it is, too.

“Roll Out Of Bed With A Smile”                                               
     This was one of the many great arrangements that the Nighthawks sang. We liked it, so we stole….ahhh….learned it off the record and sang it. We liked to show off on the intro – 18 seconds on the first syllable.

CHORD RECORDS*

“Ramona”

     This song was written about a love affair that took place in Southern California some

300 years ago. It is commemorated yearly by the musical of the same name being performed  in the Ramona Bowl in Hemet, CA. This was one of our early ballads.

“There’ll Be Some Changes Made”                                    
     The ‘Winders had a penchant for taking a bare bones arrangement and, appropriately 

enough, changing it enough to make it ours. “Changes” is one of them. We loved the multiple key changes in the tag.

“True Love”                                                         
     This is one of the truly great Barbershop love songs. It is another Val Hicks hit arrangement, and one the Sidewinders sang at nearly every wedding we sang, as well as most of the shows they did.

“Molly Malone” (Cockles and Mussels)

     Our bass, Jay Wright, created this wonderful arrangement several years before our first contest at District in 1961. It is a great old Irish song, and one of the few barbershop arrangements done in the minor mode.

“Ah, Sweet Mystery Of Life”                                          
     Another of the splendid Jay Wright arrangements. At that time it was not a song you would think of as “Barbershop”. But Jay made it so. We sang it on the Saturday night contest in Kansas City, 1962, when we won fifth place medals and again in Toronto when we took third.

GOLD MEDAL YEARS 
“THIS IS ALL I ASK”                                        
     Dave Briner has crafted many outstanding arrangements, more than one of which we sang regularly. After completing our segment on one of Meredith Willson’s Texaco Special summer programs we heard Phil Harris sing “This Is All I Ask” We were so impressed that we asked Dave if he would arrange it for us. This is the result. Another great ballad.**

“All American Girl”                                           
     It was nice to have songs for special occasions. We generally saved this one for football season. Nancy Bergman arranged it but we used the Gaynotes rendition of it (with a few Sidewinders changes). They didn’t send it to us. Joe took it off their record. A number of the arrangements we sang were “acquired” that way.

“Because”                                                                        
     This was one of our favorite wedding songs. Somehow or other, we seemed to have done a lot of weddings. We had a number of songs which were appropriate, such as: “The Lord’s Prayer”, “True Love”, “My Romance”, “How Many Arms Have Held You…..ah.

..no..that wasn’t one we sang at weddings.**

“I’m (She’s) In Love With A Wonderful Guy”                      
     We sang a show with a Sweet Adelines quartet, the Jazzabelles from the San Francisco Bay area. They sang this song with the original words (of course). We liked it so much we asked them for the arrangement. We changed the words here and there to fit our quartet and sang it for years.**

“Little Captain Of My Heart”

     Another of Jay’s fine arranging efforts, Little Captain, (original title was Adieu, Little Captain Of My Heart) is a good example of a “tear jerker”. In this case, a father is mourning the loss of his son.**

“Try To Remember”

     Little did we realize, when we recorded this song some 40 years ago, what a profound and encouraging message the song contained. Now we hear the songs and we do remember, fondly. Once again the artistry of Dave Briner has created another memorable arrangement..**

      **Russ Hosier sang bari with us on these songs. See if you can tell the difference.

FAVORITES

“I LEFT MY HEART IN SAN FRANCISCO”            

     Jay really capitalized on this song. In addition to arranging  a San Francisco song as our acceptance song at the Far Western District Championship contest in San Francisco, he also used the stereotypical Chinese ditty as the tag and we made the typical Chinese bow as we sang the final words, “Happy little sun will shine for me.” 

‘SAILIN’ DOWN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY’                  
     Ah! The magic of Lloyd Steinkamp! The tag to this continues to be a favorite of Barbershoppers everywhere. However, most tenors sing the Bflat overtones on the syllables “ev-ry” in the tag instead of the G which Lloyd wrote and which I sang. Years ago when Barbershoppers took it off the record, they wrote the Bflat overtones which were louder than the written Gs. The tenor line on the tag is all half steps up and all half steps back down. Great arranging!

“TEARS FOR SOUVENIRS”

     What a “torch” song! And what an incredible arrangement by our favorite arranger, Earl Moon. We miss him terribly. He always made the arrangement enhance the lyrics. The Sidewinders loved to sing ballads. We always considered ourselves a “ballad quartet”.

“TODAY”

     This song came from the “hippie” era of the ‘60s. Check the lyrics. “Who cares what tomorrow shall bring?” Jay applied his artistry and made this a nice little song for the ‘Winders.

“A CHILD’S PRAYER”                 
     Every once in a while a quartet will get an arrangement that is easy, learns fast and is just right for that occasional perfect situation. This is one of those. Bill Harper was a member of the Riverside Citrus Belters in the ‘60s, a longtime quartet singer and chorus director. He heard his daughter saying her prayers one night and was inspired to make this arrangement, which he gave to us. 

“A GARDEN IN THE RAIN”

     The Sidewinders were very eclectic as far as people whose arrangements we sang. Nineteen different arrangers helped us along the way. Our favorite was Earl Moon. He seemed to fit our style, or we seemed to fit his style. “Garden”, our shortened name for it, was one of our very favorites. What better way to finish this exercise in nostalgia. Forty-five years after we first sang together.

“SURREPTITIOUS  RECORDIINGS”

     These last two songs had never been recorded, or so we thought. As it turned out, a friend of ours had sneaked into Joe’s house during our rehearsals and “surreptitiously” recorded our rehearsals. Three years ago he gave me three CDs full of stuff he had recorded from 1961 – 1963, including improper recording levels and distortion. 

“COCKTAILS FOR TWO”
     The Sidewinders took an arrangement by Tony Nelson, baritone of my first SPEBSQSA quartet, made some changes in it and let our bari, Gene Boyd, work his magic on it.

“WHEN I LEAVE THE WORLD BEHIND”

     I first heard this song in 1957 at the International Contest in the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. It was sung by the Westcoasters, silver medallists that year. Barrie Best, future Executive Secretary of our Society, sang tenor and Bill Cockrell,bass of the 1962 International Champion Gala Lads, sang bass. The lyrics become more meaningful as the years roll by.

*CHORD RECORDS

     The Chord Record Company was founded in the late ‘50s by a Barbershopper entrepreneur in San Antonio named Mike McCord. The idea of the company was to provide a wider outlet for more International quartets, more than just the top 5 or the top ten with one or two songs each, to record a full 12  or 13 song album. Some of the quartets ultimately won the International Championship, others got the silver, for others, this was their only chance to get on a record with national coverage. Try your memory on some of these Chord Record quartets: Bay Town 4, The FOUR-DO-MATICS, the Nighthawks, the Checkmarks, The Forte-Niners, The Rocket Tones, the Auto Towners, The Checkmates and, of course, the Sidewinders.  

